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Matthew 28:19-20 

“…..and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  
Surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
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“Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there remember that thy brother hath ought against 
thee; leave there thy gift before the altar and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then 
come and offer thy gift.”                                                       Matthew 5:23-24 
“Anyone who is angry with his brother is subject to judgment.”   Matthew 5:22 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.”  Matthew 5:9 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall be shown mercy.”     Matthew 5:7 
“Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me?  
 Up to seven times?”  Matthew 18:21 
Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.” Matthew 18:22 

Teaching concepts in this lesson from Matthew 18 

1. Do not offend little children. 
2. The good shepherd and the lost sheep. 
3. How to restore a brother who sins against you. 
4. The unmerciful servant who did not forgive his fellow servant. 
5. The prodigal son and a forgiving father. 
6.  Learn how to apply this teaching on forgiveness to your life. 
7.  Sharing with another person what you have learned by applying this lesson to your life. 

Storyline: Matthew 18: Jesus’ parable story on reconciliation and forgiveness 

Children, today we will study Jesus’ teaching on the need to be at peace and in a good relationship with 
God and others. We will talk about different kinds of attitudes which separate us from others and how 
bad relationships can be restored. 
 
In the gospel of Matthew 18, Jesus answers the question of who is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
Jesus calls a small child to come to Him, and He has the child stand among them. He tells His disciples 
to enter His Kingdom they will need to humble themselves like this little child. Jesus states that anyone 
who welcomes a little child, like this one, in His name, welcomes Him. 
 
He says that “anyone who causes one of these little ones who believes in him to sin, it would be better 
for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.” In 
other word’s Jesus speaks strongly to those who would take part in “offending” or tempting children to 
sin. Why are His words so strong? Because a child’s sins will break their relationship with their 
Heavenly Father and keep them away from His love. These strong warnings carry strong judgment for 



those who do harm or evil to children. It is God the Father’s heart that no little child be lost.  
 
Read out-loud the story found in Matthew 18:10-14 
Jesus now begins to tell His disciples the parable of the one lost sheep. His first statement is, “see that 
you do not look down on one of these little ones, for their angels in heaven always behold the face of my 
Father in heaven.”  

Children, Jesus tells the people a story about a man who owned one hundred sheep. When the shepherd 
finds that one of his 100 sheep have wandered off, he leaves his 99 sheep safely at home and searches 
for the one missing sheep. When the shepherd finds that one sheep, he rejoices over that one little sheep 
more than over the 99 sheep that are safely at home. 

Through this story Jesus tells us that even one little child – one little sheep – is so important to our 
Father in heaven that our Father in heaven takes special care that a little child will not be lost and away 
from a relationship with Him. Jesus closes this parable, “in the same way your Father in heaven is not 
willing that any of these little ones should be lost.” How wonderful to know that God’s angels are 
always looking at the face of the Father in heaven on behalf of little children!  

Now Jesus taught His disciples how they can maintain and restore relationships with those who are our 
brothers and sisters. Many times’ separation from others comes because of ours sins and their sins. 
 
Jesus gives us His way to restore relationships. First, we are to go to the person who has sinned against 
us. We are to humbly talk with our brother or sister about our concerns. This is to be just between the 
two of us. If our brother listens to my concerns, Jesus says I have won my brother and our relationship 
has been restored. If my brother is not willing to listen to my concerns, we are to take one or two others 
who can be a witness to my discussion with my brother. If my brother or sister who has sinned against 
me is not willing to listen to those who are witnesses, then this situation is to be shared with the leaders 
within the church.  

If a brother or sister will not listen to the leaders in the church, then we are to treat them as you would a 
person who does not know God. You are to continue to pray with a heart that they would be restored to 
the Lord and to others.  
 
Jesus’ teaching on forgiveness is truly clear to us. We are to continually forgive our brothers even if they 
sin against us many times, even in one day.  
 
Peter’s question to Jesus was, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against 
me, up to seven times?” Jesus answers Peter, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy – seven times.”  
Matthew 18:22 

                                Jesus tells us of our Father’s willingness to forgive 
                                     (Read out-loud in class this story found in Matthew 18:23-35) 
 
Jesus tells his disciples a story to illustrate this principle of forgiveness found in the kingdom of heaven.   
 
Once there was a King that had a servant that owed him a lot of money. When the servant begged the 
King to forgive his debt, the King had compassion on the servant and forgave him his debt. Sadly, that 



same servant then goes out and demands another servant who owes him much less to pay his debt.  
Because the second servant is unable to pay his debt, the first servant throws him into prison until he 
pays his debt.  
 
When the king hears about this injustice from his servant’s he calls the first servant. “Should not you 
have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had mercy on you?” The King then puts the first servant 
in jail until he pays back what he owes. Jesus’ lesson to us is this, “This is how my heavenly Father will 
treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.”  
 

Application to Life 
From this lesson we learn that having right relationships with the Lord and with others is very 
importance. We are taught by the Lord to walk in forgiveness as in the way we are to live. We are taught 
that we are to follow the Lord example on how He forgives us.    
 
The lesson that we see in the story of the King who forgave the servant his debt is that God is willing to 
totally forgive us our sin debt when we ask for forgiveness and mercy. We must do the same with 
forgiving others who have sinned against us.  
 
Children, we see in this lesson that God will go to great lengths to bring His lost children back home to 
Himself. God is the first one to initiate the reconciliation to Himself. He rejoices and calls others to 
rejoice with Him when one of His little lost sheep that has wandered away is found.  
 
The Heavenly Father’s joy is great when His children that leave the Fathers house return home. This is 
seen in the story of the prodigal son.    -   Luke 15:11-32 

Review questions for students 
1.What does Jesus teach me how my attitude must be towards children? Jesus speaks strongly to those 
who would take part in “offending” or tempting children to sin. This is important because our Father in 
heaven takes special care that a little child will not be lost and away from a relationship with Him.  
 
2.What makes Jesus rejoice? Jesus tells us that when one little child – one little sheep – is found that 
there is great joy in heaven. Our Father in heaven takes special care that a little child will not be lost and 
away from a relationship with Him.  
 
3.What does Jesus teach us about how we are to restore a relationship with a fellow disciple that has 
sinned against us? First, we are to go to the person who has sinned against us. We are to humbly talk 
with our brother or sister about our concerns. This is to be just between the two of us. 

4.What does Jesus teach me about forgiving others? Jesus’ teaching on forgiveness is truly clear to  
     us. We are to continually forgive our brothers even if they sin against us many times.  

 5.What does Jesus say is the Fathers’ reaction when one person returns to the Father? The Heavenly  
          Father’s joy is great when His children that have left the Fathers’ house returns home. This is  
          seen in the story of the prodigal son.  
 6.Who are the persons or the person that you need to forgive? 



7. Who is the person that you will share with what you have learned from applying this lesson to your 
life? 

Lesson Activities and Application: 
1. Read and role-play the lesson skit on learning how to forgive others, even our brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  
2. Children pray and ask Jesus to teach you how to listen, meditate on and do His words. This is the way 
He teaches us how to forgive others.   
3. Memorize and meditate on these verses: Matthew 5:9 & Matthew 18:21 
4. Ask your parent or teacher to help you apply this lesson to your life by obeying Jesus words.  
5. Color the drawing of the Prodigal son returning home to his father.  
6. If you play the piano, play and sing the song, “Peace like a River” If you are not able to play the 
piano, ask someone to play the song for you so you can sing the song, and then share this song with 
others. 
7. Discuss the lesson questions within a small group of children with the help of an adult leader.                              
The teacher is to give further wisdom insights on forgiveness from their own life and to share how this 
attitude of forgiveness has been applied to their life.   
8. Children are to share with two of their friend’s what wisdom you have learned from this lesson. 
9. Show a video clip on Youtube.com by searching under the heading, “parable of the prodigal son 
from the film Jesus of Nazareth” – (24:23-28:27) Take notice of the relationship between Peter and 
Matthew the tax collector.  Peter is learning that as one of Jesus’ disciples that he must forgive his 
brother Matthew to restore their relationship.   
10. Color the picture of the prodigal son returning home to his father and their hugging one another. 

Lesson Skit: 

Narrator: Today children, we will be talking about what Jesus teaches us on how we can have good 
relationships with others. In our story one of Jesus’ disciples, Peter, asks Jesus a very interesting 
question. 

Peter: “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me, up to seven times?” 
 
Narrator: “Perhaps Peter was having a hard time like we do sometimes, in forgiving our friends.  
Sometimes the people closest to us offend and hurt us the most.”  

Jesus: “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy – seven.”   

Narrator: “You see children, Jesus was teaching Peter and His other disciples that it is very important to 
not only forgive the same person one – two – or even three times, but to have the attitude that if they 
continue to sin against us, we are to continue to forgive them.  
 
Jesus tells His disciples a story to help them remember this principle truth of His kingdom that is to be 
practiced by those living by the laws of His heavenly kingdom. 
 
Jesus: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle his financial records with his 
servants. As he began to make settlements with his servants, he found out that one servant owed him ten 



thousand talents. “(millions of dollars)  
 
Jesus: “This servant was brought to the king who ordered him to pay his debt. When the man was not 
able to pay his debt, the King ordered that he, his wife, his children, and all that he had be sold to repay 
the debt. The servant fell on his knees before him.”  
 
The first servant: “Be patient with me,” he begged, and “I will pay back everything.”  

Jesus: “The servant’s master took pity on him, cancelled his debts and let him go. But that servant went 
out found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, (a few dollars.) He grabbed him 
and began to choke him.”  
 
The first servant: “Pay back what you owe me!” he demanded. 
 
The second servant: (fell to his knees and begging him) “be patient with me, and I will pay you back.”  

Narrator: “But the first servant refused to forgive the man his debt. Instead the first servant went and had 
the man thrown into prison until he could pay his debt.”  
 
Narrator: “Now when the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went 
and told the king everything that had happened.”  Then the King called the first servant.”  

King: “You wicked servant!” he said. “I cancelled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 
Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servants just as I had mercy on you?”  
 
Narrator: In anger the king turned the wicked servant over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should 
pay back all he owed.  
 
Jesus: “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your 
heart.”  

Narrator: “You see children Jesus is teaching us in this story that we are like that first servant. We have 
been forgiven much by God because we have asked Him to forgive us.  
 
Because we have been forgiven much, like the first servant, who was forgiven much by the king, we 
must be sure to forgive others their sins or debts against us too.” 

Narrator: Jesus was clear in His teaching that unless we forgive others their sins against us, we cannot 
expect that our Father in Heaven will forgive us our sins against Him.    
                                                     
                                                   
                                                
                                                            



             
 

    “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.”  Matthew 5:9 
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