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Matthew 28:19-20 

“…..and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  
Surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 
 

 
 



“Lay up no Treasures on Earth”  
     
 

 

 

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break 
in and steal, but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and 
where thieves do not break in and steal, for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”    
                                                                                                                                    Matthew 6:19-21 
“No man can serve two masters, either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”                          Matthew 6:24 

“Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a 
treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near, and no moth destroys. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.”                                                 Luke 12:33-34 
 

Teaching concepts in this lesson:  

 
1. What are the treasures of this earth? 
2. What are the true treasures of heaven?  
3. Why is it important that we be careful what treasure we store up in our hearts?  
4. Which kind of treasure is being stored up in my heart? 
5. How will I apply this teaching on “not laying up treasure in this world” to my life? 
6. Who is the person that I will tell the changes taking place in my life from applying this lesson?    

Storyline: 
 
Children, in our lesson today we will talk about two different types of treasures that we can store up in 
our hearts while living in this world. One is the temporary material treasures that we store up on this 
earth while serving ourselves which are like purses that wear out. Thieves can break in and steal these 
types of treasures because they are the treasures of this world.  
 
The other type of treasures are the eternal treasures of God’s Word that we store up and live through our 
life here on earth. We store up “treasures in heaven” when we unselfishly serve the Lord and love others. 
One day Jesus told His disciples a story about earthly treasures and heavenly treasures. 
 
Once upon a time there was an extraordinarily rich man. Living next door to the rich man was a poor 
beggar named Lazarus. Now one day the rich man died. The rich man had received his reward while 
living in this world of all the nice things of life. He enjoyed all this world gave to him, money, 
possessions, and fame.  
 
The poor beggar named Lazarus lived in poverty and in need all the time while living on the earth. The 
poor beggar also died. When Lazarus died, Lazarus loved God, and he received a rich reward, and went 
to heaven to be with the Lord. Sadly, the rich man had not stored up eternal riches with God in heaven  



 
and he found himself in spiritual poverty away from the Lord and tormented in hell.  Children, Jesus told 
another story to help his disciples understand the importance of storing up heavenly treasures. 
 
Once there was a rich man who had many fields of grain. Because of the good rains that year, he 
gathered his abundant grain harvest into his barns. Because he had such a great harvest, he decided to 
build bigger barns to store up more earthly treasure of his grain for himself. Now, he thought, “I can live 
an easy life!” But sadly, he did not know that very night he was going to die, and he had to answer to the 
Lord for his life. Children, Jesus’ story is a warning to us to not find security in the riches of this life and 
to be spiritually poor towards God. 
 
One day Jesus saw a widow giving her small offering at the temple. Jesus told his disciples that this 
widow had given a greater gift than all those who had given much larger gifts. Jesus said she gave more 
than all the others because “she gave everything that she had.” She gave to the Lord a gift out of the love 
treasured in her heart, which was her best gift. The widow lady was providing a purse for herself that 
would not wear out, gathering for herself “treasures in heaven” that would never wear out.  
 
Mary Magdalene a disciple of Jesus, showed Jesus her great love by anointing His feet with a very 
costly perfume and wiping His feet with her hair. It has been said that “the Lord looks not at the amount 
that we give, but instead the amount that we have left after we have given.”  

 Jesus teaches us in the story of the Good Samaritan that when we love our neighbor we are investing in 
the eternal riches of God’s Kingdom.  (Luke 10:30-37) In John 3:1-16 we learn from Jesus conversation 
with Nicodemus that it is necessary to be “born again” into God’s spiritual family in order to gain the 
true riches of eternal life.   
 
In the gospel accounts we see the example of Mary a follower of Jesus who found joy in investing her 
time, her love, and her attention in her relationship with Jesus. When Jesus came to visit her house, she 
took time to sit at Jesus feet and to learn from His life and His words. We can do the same thing too!  

The Way Jesus Taught 
 
Children, in the world in which Jesus lived, Rabbi’s would sit down while teaching. Their followers 
would sit at the feet of their learned and respected teacher. For Mary to “sit at Jesus feet” it was to learn 
about Jesus, his way of life, his actions, and His words. When Mary as a woman “sat at Jesus feet” it 
meant that she was one of His disciples. Jesus recognized her as a disciple. (Luke 10:38-42) Mary found 
that in her relationship with Jesus, she saw how He lived, she heard and followed his teachings, she 
understood that He was the greatest heavenly treasure to her.  
 
Mary understood that as one of His disciples she was to imitate Jesus the Rabbi and His way of living. 
This was a new and different way of thinking for the woman of that day, as many times the testimony of 
a man was received as more important than the testimony of a woman. To Mary, Jesus words were like 
fine gold, and sweeter than honey because she saw His words lived out through His life.  
 
Jesus said that His words were of greater wisdom and value that the words of Solomon. Jesus said, “A 
greater than Solomon is here.” Jesus words had authority because He lived what He taught. 



Having a relationship with Jesus and learning His teachings are the true treasures of heavenly wisdom. 
His teachings are given to us as a picture of what heaven is really like. We learn the wisdom of His 
teachings are we follow Jesus’ example. We “store up” these treasures of heavenly wisdom in our hearts 
as we walk through life, living them daily while here on the earth.  
 
Jesus’ teachings build a firm foundation or way to walk through this life. They are like the guidance of 
the “North Star” giving us direction through the storms and struggles of this life. They are treasured and 
tested eternal principles of how Jesus heavenly kingdom operates. By imitating them, as they are seen in 
the life of Jesus, we  “live as Jesus lived.” (I John 2:6) 

The “North Star” is a bright star in the sky that ship captains followed when they were traveling at sea. 
If a sea captain lost his way at sea, they could always trust the position of the “North Star” to help them 
know where they were in the sea and to help them find their way back to land!  
 
This is the same with the teachings of Jesus. Jesus’ teachings are like “North Stars” in our life. If we 
have lost our way and do not know how to walk with God through this troubled life, Jesus Commands; 
His North Star’s will help us find our way through the storms of life.  

The brother of our Lord, James says it this way in James 3:17-18. “But the wisdom that comes from 
heaven is first pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial 
and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace, reap a harvest of righteousness.”  
 
Jesus’ teachings are an eternal heritage that we can share with our friends and with our’ family. Was it 
not Peter who declared to Jesus; “Lord, You alone have the words of eternal life”  The apostle John says 
it this way “he that hath the Son (Jesus) hath life, he that hath not the Son (Jesus) hath not life” I John 
5:12 
 
By applying the principles of Jesus teachings and imitating Him, and by walking in His ways, and by 
loving God and loving others, we are brought out of dark sinful ways and into the joys of understanding 
the true riches of His eternal Kingdom. The result is that we receive heavenly eternal rewards – love, 
joy, and peace in following His eternal teachings. The rewards of following Jesus Kingdom principles 
are true for all eternity and will never end.   

                     “The Kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteous,  
                                                peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Living by Jesus Kingdom’s values is different from living by the values of the kingdoms of this world. 
Heaven operates according to these eternal principles. These eternal principles have stood the test of 
time.  The worlds principles relate to our five senses and are like shifting sand and are often ruled by 
fear. How true it is that people perish for a lack of understanding and live-in bondage by not applying 
Jesus words to their lives! I John 2:15-17 

The warning of Paul to his spiritual son Timothy is “command those who are rich in this present world, 
not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth (riches) which are uncertain, but to put their hope in 
God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  
                “Command them (who are rich) to do good and to be rich in good deeds and to  
                                 be generous and willing to share.”  I Timothy 6:17-18 



My friend, are you living your life by eternal, heavenly principles? Or are you investing your life into 
the temporary values of this life?  A thought which should sober us is “what we “store up” (Lay-up) in 
our hearts is that which we consider to be of most value to us. Our values are either temporal values or 
eternal heavenly values. 

The Apostle Paul in Colossians 2:2 says that his purpose or investment in people was “that they may be 
encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they might have the full riches of complete 
understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” What a good purpose to invest in for the sake of others! 

Let’s follow and imitate the example of Jesus, how He lived His life according to the principles of 
heaven. He always pleased His Father. He only did what the Father did and only taught what the Father 
taught. We can do the same!       
    
    Additional references about treasures in heaven: Matthew 19:16-30 & Mark 10:17-31   
 
               Watch on Youtube a clip from the movie “Jesus’ film, (English) Widows offering” 

Review questions for students 
 
1. What are the temporary treasures (things of value) in this earth? They are the things money can buy. 
They are cars, houses, clothing, and things of temporary material value.  
 
2. What are the eternal treasures (things of value) in heaven? They are the eternal things of value that 
money cannot buy. They are such things as having a right relationship with Jesus Christ. They are the 
eternal treasures of love for God and love for others gained in this life by living by the heavenly 
principles of Jesus teachings.  
 
3. Why is it important that I be careful which treasure I store up in my heart while living in this world? 
Because I can treasure up in my heart the importance of the temporary, materialistic treasures of this 
world and not store up in my heart the heavenly, eternal treasures of Jesus wise teachings which are of 
the greatest value, which I can take with me into eternity.     
 
4. What can I gain in this life instead of the eternal riches of following Jesus? I can give up eternal riches 
for temporary values such as: the desire to be popular, the desire for fame, or the desire to have the 
honor of men. I can desire to gain this world’s wealth and to live a life enjoying this world’s temporary 
pleasures or I can live by Jesus Kingdom principles which are of greater eternal value, which give an 
eternal reward. 
 
5. Which kind of treasure are you storing up (Laying up) in your heart? Are they the temporary treasures 
of this earth or are they the eternal heavenly treasures of Jesus Christ and His eternal heavenly 
teachings? 
 
6. How will you apply this teaching on “do not laying up treasure in this world” to your life?  
7. Who is the person that you are going to tell what you have experienced through this lesson? 
 



Lesson Activities and Application: 
 
1. Read and role play the lesson skit on how to store up the true riches of heaven. Johnny, Willy, and 
Freddy are the leading characters.  
 
2. Children pray and ask Jesus to teach them how to listen, meditate on and do Jesus words. This is the 
true way of storing up the treasures of heaven in your hearts.  
 
3. Memory Verse “Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and 
where thieves do not break in and steal, for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”          
Matthew 6:20-21 
 
4. Ask your parent or teacher to help you apply this lesson to your life by obeying Jesus words.  
 
5. Color the drawing of the woman who gave the greatest gift.  
 
6. If you play the piano, play, and sing the song, “Only Jesus Can Truly Satisfy.” If you are not able to 
play the piano, ask someone to play the song for you so you can sing the song. Sing this song with 
others. 
 
7. Discuss the lesson questions within small groups of children with the help of an adult leader. Discuss 
what true heavenly treasures are and how we are to treasure Jesus and His eternal heavenly words up in 
our hearts.  
 
8. Encourage each child to apply this lesson to their life. Follow-up their decision with your friendship. 
 

Lesson Skit 
 
Storytelling: Choose three little boys to play the parts of the story characters of Johnny, Willy and 
Freddy talk about the “true riches of heaven.” The conversations of these three boys compare the lives of 
two men, one man from their community who had recently died, and the life of the rich man in a Bible 
story as told by Jesus. 
 
Johnny: “Hey, Willy have you heard the news?” 
 
Willy: “No Johnny, what news?”  
 
Johnny: Well, my dad told me this morning that he read in the early morning paper that the elderly man 
Mr. Williams died last night.” 
 
Willy: “Really, I am sorry to hear that. Did he have any family?” 
 
Johnny: “Well, this is really the sad part. “ 
 
 



Johnny: “When the police received a call from a neighbor that had not seen Mr. Williams for several  
days, the police went to his house. They had to break the door down to get inside. Sadly, they found Mr. 
Williams sitting at the kitchen table all by himself. Seems he died all alone. He must have suffered a 
very severe heart attack.” 
 
Willy: “Wasn’t he the man who owned the large food market downtown, “Williams Grocery?” 
 
Johnny: “That’s right! He owned the largest grocery store in town. According to the report of those who 
worked for him he made lllll….ooooo…..tttt..s of money. Sadly, though he never married and did not 
have any family to enjoy it with.  
 
Willy: “What did he do with all his money?” 
 
Johnny: “This is really the interesting part. After he died the house was searched and they found trash 
bags full of twenty-dollar bills.” 
 
Willy: “And he kept it all to himself!?” 
 
Johnny: “Yes, how sad. 
 
Willy: “Hey Johnny, isn’t that Freddy who just turned the corner with his new bike?” 
  
Johnny: “Boy that sure looks like him. I think I’ll call him over.” 
 
Johnny yells: “Hey, Freddy come over here!” 
 
Freddy: “Hi guys, what are you talking about?” 
 
Johnny: “We were just talking about Mr. Williams who died just last night and how he left trash bags 
full of money in his house. He didn’t have any family to share it with.” 
 
Freddy: “How sad that a person could go through life not sharing what he had worked so hard for with 
others. You know that reminds me of the story in the Bible that Jesus told.  
 
Willy: “Is that the story of the rich man and Lazarus?”  
 
Freddy: “Yes, it is, Willy. Would you like me to read it to you?” 
  
Willy: Yes, let’s read it together. 
 
Instructions: Have the three little boys read the verses Luke 16:19-31 out loud to the class  
 
 

 
Closing comments:  



 
Narrator: Well boys, we learn from these stories that these two men stored up earthly treasures.  We 
learn that these two men could not take their earthly treasures with them when they died. We learn that 
the beggar man Lazarus, came to enjoy the joys and treasures of heaven. Lazarus suffered much while 
living on the earth and had little earthly treasures, but he gained eternal life and eternal treasures with 
the Lord because when he died, he went to be with the Lord.   
 

Children’s prayer:  
 
“Jesus, please help me to treasure up your words in my heart, and to practice them every day. I want to 
hold them close to my heart, all the days of my life.” 
 

Scriptures and special words for memory work 
 
“The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things 
out of the evil stored up in him.”                                 Matthew 12:35 

 
Quotations: 
 
“The investment of your heart and time is an indication of where your true treasure lies.” 
 

Questions: 
 
“Are you living your life investing in earthly things or are you living your life investing in the eternal 
souls of men and women?”  “What did Jesus invest His life into?”  
 

Teachers Personal Insights 
 
The teacher gives their personal insights and personal examples of how to “lay up treasures in heaven.” 

Small Group Discussions 
 
Small group discussion of the lesson stories and the lesson principles and their application to our daily 
lives.   
   

Students Teaching Others 
 
Children, teach two of your friends the lesson principles you have learned from this lesson, on how to 
store up Jesus’ teachings, “treasures in heaven” in your heart. Teach your friends how to practice them in 
their lives.       
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