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Matthew 7:24 

“Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a 
wise man who built his house upon the rock.”  
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Matthew 28:19-20 
“and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  

Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 



                

 

                                   

 

                                 
                              “Learning how to be the Lord’s Servant”  
  
“If you hold to my teachings, you are really my disciples.  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.”                                                                     John 8:31-32                    
                                          
“But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; and 
whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant, even as the Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister and to give his life a ransom for many.”       Matthew 20:26-28 

                                  
“Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew His hour was come that He should depart out of this 
world unto the Father, having loved His own which were in the world, He loved them unto the end.  He 
riseth from supper, and laid aside His garments; and took a towel, and girded Himself. After that He poureth 
water into a bason, and began to wash His disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith.”                                                   
                                                                                                                                                 John 13: 1, 4, 5                                                        

The teaching concepts in this lesson 
1.  What is true greatness according to Jesus? 
2.  What does Jesus teach us about humbly serving God His Father and others?  
3.  How does Jesus show us by His example how we are to humbly love and serve others? 
4.  How are we as His disciples to serve others through our example? 
5.  Two important characteristics of those who humbly follow Jesus words? 
6.  What is one great reward the Lord gives to those who serve Him and others?  
7.  How will we apply this teaching of Jesus to our lives? 
8. Who is the person that I will tell of the changes taking place in my life through this lesson? 

Storyline:  Read John 13:1-30 

Chldren, early in Jesus ministry two of His disciples, James and John came to Jesus with their mother. Their 
mother asked Jesus to give her two sons the honored positions of sitting on the right side and the left side of 
Jesus in His future Kingdom. Jesus responded by teaching them about how they were to humbly serve each 
other as children of His Heavenly Kingdom.  
 
Jesus teaches us how God’s Kingdom attitudes of service are different from the attitudes of those who have 
positions of authority and honor and who are considered great in earthly kingdoms. Jesus teaches that  
true greatness in His Kingdom is humbly serving God and others and not seeking for any honored position  
of greatness. Today our lesson will focus on John - chapter 13.  
 



 
Jesus is celebrating the Jewish Passover meal with His disciples. His finest and final hour had come for Him 
to bring honor to His Father through His death on the cross and to then return to His Father in heaven.  
 
Rising from the meal, Jesus puts a servant’s towel around His waist and begins to wash the feet of His 
disciples and to wipe their feet with the towel that he has wrapped around Himself.  
 

                                                         Jesus Loving Example 
                                       Search Youtube.com under the heading  
                    “Our Lord Jesus Washes the Disciples Feet – Passion of the Christ” 

In the days of Jesus, the household servant welcomed the guests of their master by washing their hot, dusty 
feet from their travels when the guests arrived at the masters’ house. It was expected of the servant to humbly 
serve the master’s guests by washing their feet in this way. The servant could not refuse these orders of His 
master. Jesus uses this common, lowly, humble way of the service of a household slave, as a way to teach us 
and His disciples that this is the same attitude that they are to have in loving and serving others.  
 
It is interesting to see that Jesus washed His disciples’ feet during the Passover meal, not before the meal, as 
was the customary tradition of that day. Could it be that because of their pride Jesus disciples had forgotten 
to wash each other’s feet and to wash Jesus feet at the beginning of the supper? At times Jesus disciples had 
been arguing with each other as to which one of them would be greatest in Jesus Kingdom? Jesus gives His 
disciples this example of foot washing because this was the attitude in which He had humbly served His 
Father and His disciples. He had loved them to the end.  
 
As their Lord and Teacher He had washed and cleansed their inner life through His teachings. “You are 
already clean because of the word that I have spoken unto you.” (John 15:3) Jesus instructs them that as His 
disciples they were to humbly continue to “wash one another’s feet.” (John 13:15) This was done by humbly 
sharing Jesus words with one another and living their lives following His teachings.  As they followed and 
did His teachings, His words continued to cleanse and sanctify our lives.     

Jesus washed the dusty feet not only of His closest, committed disciples, but He also washed the feet of His 
disciple Judas.  Later that evening Judas would betray Jesus with a kiss to the Jewish religious leaders.  
 
Even though Jesus washed Judas’ feet outwardly, Judas would not allow Jesus words of love – His teachings 
- to wash him on the inside and to change His heart and His life. Judas did not “have room” for Jesus words 
in His heart. (John 8:37) We are to “have room” in our hearts for Jesus words. Jesus words teach us to love 
and humbly serve our enemies and our friends. We are to share His words with them.    
 
This attitude of serving others is a very important lesson for us as Jesus disciples – His followers. We must 
allow Jesus to wash and cleanse us daily with “His words” on the inside of our hearts. This “washing” takes 
place in our lives as we learn to obey His teachings, allowing His words and example to “abide” or “live” in 
our hearts and lives. (John 15:7)   
 
 



As we learn to follow Jesus teachings, His words continue to cleanse us and to change us on the inside of our 
hearts. Jesus tells us that if we “do these things” we will be blessed. (happy). (John 13:17) It is interesting to 
see that nearing the end of Jesus life, Jesus spoke to His disciples not about being His servants, but instead 
about being His friends.  
 
Before this time they had given Him respectful titles by calling Him such names as “Master” and “Rabbi.” 
Now He was calling them His “friends.” He tells them that there is a different between a servant and a friend 
because they had been with Him through His suffering. He distinguishes the terms further by saying, “a 
servant does not know what the master is doing, but the Master tells His friends what He is getting ready to 
do.  
 
This new term “my friends” must have been very surprising for them as it maybe for us in our relationship 
with Jesus. Do you see your relationship as one of a master/servant relationship or is your relationship with 
the Lord as one of friendship?  
 
As you experience the wonderful insights and direction from the Lord in your life you can know you are 
experiencing a “friendship with Christ.” Jesus said to His disciples and He says to us, “I call you my 
friends.” We are His friends. He elevated His disciples’ relationship with Him from one of servanthood or 
slavery to one of friendship by knowing and participating with Him in His work and plan. 
 
It is interesting to see the servanthood of Jesus in John 21:12-13. This was after the resurrection, and after 
Jesus had received His glorified body. He continues to serve His disciples. He made breakfast for them!  

Review questions for students:  
 
1. What is true greatness according to Jesus? True greatness according to Jesus is humbly loving and serving 
God and others. This truth will keep us from spiritual pride, by comparing ourselves to others and jealousy. 
2. What does Jesus teach us about how we are to humbly serve others?   Mt.20:26-28 “but whosoever will be 
great among you, let him be your minister; and whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant.”  
3. How did Jesus show by His example how we are to humbly love and serve others?  John 13:12-17…. By 
taking the lowest job of a household slave and washing the feet of His disciples..even Judas. After the 
resurrection…and being glorified…. He was still serving His disciples. 
4. According to this lesson how did Jesus serve and love His disciples? He humbly served and loved them by 
cleansing their lives with His words. “You are clean by the word that I have spoken unto you.” – John 15:3 
He taught them through His words, and by living with them and seeing His example. 
5.  How are we as His disciples to humbly serve and love others through our example? By obeying the 
teachings of Jesus ourselves and living them through our example. Then humbly teaching Jesus words to 
others so their lives will be cleansed from their sins and their lives will be changed forever as our lives have 
been changed. Through our example others can see the reality of His teachings. 
6. What are two important characteristics of those who humbly follow Jesus words? They seek to serve every 
one. They don’t wish to be served or look for a position. Instead they want to serve Jesus through serving 
others. 
7. What is one great reward for those who love and serve Jesus humbly? The Father will honor them. 
Matthew 23:11-12  John 12:26  “My Father will honor the one who serves me.”   



 
8. What is the difference between being a servant of Jesus or being Jesus friend? A servant or slave does not 
know what his Master is doing, he just follows orders, but a friend knows what His Master is doing and 
participates with Him, knowing His thoughts and His heart. 
9. List three ways how you are going to apply this teaching to your life.  
1. Study about Jesus and apply His teachings in my life.  
2. Encourage others to learn about Jesus and apply His teachings in their life.  
3. Tell others how Jesus teachings are changing my life.   

10. Who is the person that you will tell of the changes taking place in your life through this lesson? 
 

Lesson Activities and Application: 
1. Read and role play the lesson skit on how to humbly share Jesus words with others. Hero the horse and 
Clement the cow are the leading characters.  
2. Watch the Youtube video “Jesus Washes His Disciples Feet_ Bible Stories for Kids”  
3. The children are to pray and ask Jesus to teach them how to listen, meditate on and practice Jesus words in 
their lives. They are to think of the ways they can imitate Jesus in the way He humbly serves others.  
4. Memorize and meditate on this verse: John 13:14-15. 
5. Ask your parent or teacher to help you apply this lesson to your life by obeying Jesus words.  
6. Color the drawing of Jesus humbly serving and washing His disciples’ feet. Memorize and meditate on 
these verses of scripture - Matthew 20:25-28. 
7. If you play the piano, play and sing the song, “Jesus the Servant of All.” If you are not able to play the 
piano, ask someone to play the song for you so you can sing the song, and then sing this song with others. 
8. Share personal insights and lead your class in discussion of the application of its principles.                                                      

 Role Playing Skit 
Hero – “Hello children!” “How are you doing today?” Today my friend Clement and I will be talking with 
you about Jesus and an important lesson that Jesus wants to teach us.”    
Clement – “What is it, Hero?”  
Hero – “Clement, it is the important lesson of learning how to serve Jesus through serving one another.” 
Clement – “Tell us what Jesus says Hero.” 
Hero – “Children, you may remember from our story that Jesus had just finished eating His last meal with 
His closest friends, His disciples, right?” 
Clement – “That’s right Hero, please go on.” 
Hero – “Well, after they had eaten their meal together, Jesus took off His outer coat, put a servants towel 
around His waist and began to wash His disciples feet.”  
Clement – “Ueew, Hero do you think their feet smelt bad!?”  
Hero – “Oh, yes Clement, and they must have been very dusty too because in those days many  people 
walked on dirt roads for many miles. They wore different shoes than we have today, ones with no toes in 
them.”  
Clement – “Tell us more Hero. We are interested to know what Jesus did after that.” 
Hero – “Well after Jesus had washed His disciples’ feet, and wiped their feet with a clean towel, He gave 
them some very important words and instructions.”   
Clement – “What were His important words and instructions Hero?” 
Hero – “Clement, it was that they were to serve one another in the same thing that He had just served them.”  
Clement – “You mean they were now to wash each other’s smelly feet!? Uheeew!” 
Hero – “Yes, Clement that’s right and not only wash their feet but to humbly serve each other by  humbly 



talking with each other about His words. In that way their lives would be washed as they remembered and 
obeyed the words of Jesus.”   
Hero – “Children, later that evening Jesus told His disciples that people would know that they were His 
disciples because of the love that they had for one another.”  
Clement – “You mean Hero, Jesus wants us all to serve and love one another by doing such humble things 
like serving each other in talking about Jesus words and obeying them showing we are His disciples?” 
Hero – “Yes Clement, Jesus says too that we will be happy if we love each other and obey His words in this 
way.” 
Clement – “Well, children we have heard what Jesus says and what He tells us to do.” 
Clement – “I know from now on I am going to look for ways to love and humbly serve my friends by talking 
with them about Jesus words.    
Hero – “Children how about you? Are you going to humbly serve others by talking with them about Jesus 
words?”  
Children – “Yeahhh!” 

Scriptures for Mediation 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as 
you sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to the Lord.”                                         

Colossians 3:16 
 

“But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased, 
and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.”                 Matthew 23:11-12    

 
“But ye shall not be so: but he has is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he that is chief, as he 

that doth serve. For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat or he that serveth? But I am among you as he 
that serveth.”        Luke 22:26-27 

 
“If you hold to my teachings, you are really my disciples.  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will 

set you free.”              John 8:31-32 

“Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.  
              I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.”       John 13:14-15. 
 

Teachers Personal Insights                                                     

The teacher gives their personal example and their personal insight on how they are learning to follow the 
Lord’s teachings.  
  

Small Group Discussion 
The small group is to discuss how they are going to apply these lesson principles to their lives. 
 

Students Teaching Others 
The students are to share in class how applying this teaching has changed their life.  Students are to share 
with others how they are going to continue to be the Lord’s servant and to humbly, loving, serve Jesus and 
others.  
 
 



 

                                                   
                                                    Jesus washing His disciples feet 
                                                                                John 13: 14-15 
       “If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one   
another’s feet, for I have given you an example that you should do as I have done to you. 
 
 
 



                    If you can play the piano, play and sing this song, or have someone play it for you. Share it with others. 

 



 
 
 



 
 

Jesus the Servant of All – Lyrics 

 

Key of Bf 
File on Glen’s phone #1815  

Voice Recording – 201409040348 (2:18) 
 

Chorus  

Jesus poured out His life for the world, 
He gave them the best that He had, 

He came unto us as the Servant of all, 
He asks us to now do the same. 

 
Verse One    

James and John came to Jesus one day,  
A favor to ask of our Lord, 

We’ll sit on the right and we’ll sit on the left, 
They thought He would tell them okay. 

 

Verse Two  

Go and pour out His love for the world,  
Give them the best that you have,  

Give Him to them as His servant my friend!  
Through you He will now do the same. 

 
Verse Three 

Go and teach His Commands to the world, 
Go and make all disciples of men, 

Go teach His commands to all nations, my friends! 
He’s with you through all to the end.  

 

Verse Four   
So then, what is your answer today? 

Will you pour out His love to the world? 
Will you give Him your best as His servant my friend?  

He asks you to now do the same. 
 
 



 
The Heart of a Servant 

 
Real servants make themselves available to serve, 

Real servants pay attention to needs, 
Real servants do their best with what they have, 

Real servants do every task with equal dedication, 
Real servants maintain a low profile,  

Real servants pray for the needs of others. 
 
 

Real servants serve God with a mindset of five attitudes 
 

1.Servants think more of others then themselves, 
2.Servants think like stewards, not owners, 

3.Servants think about their work, not what others are doing, 
4.Servants base their identity in Christ, 

5.Servants think of ministry as an opportunity to serve others not an obligation. 

    Quotation 

“The closer you get to Jesus the less you need to promote yourself” 
 
 

Food For Thought 

Jesus as the “Bread of Life”   
“I am the bread of life.”  

“I am…. the Living Word that came down from heaven, he that eateth of me shall live..”   
I am… “the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, full of mercy and truth.” 

“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 
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