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A teaching of Jesus how to experience the blessings  
of God’s Kingdom of Love 

 
 

“Love God our Lord with all your heart”  

                    
 

Matthew 7:24 
      “Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into  

        practice is like a wise man who built his house upon the rock” 
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Matthew 28:19-20 
 “And teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you, 

   surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 

                                                   



 

 

  
                                    
  
  
                                         

                                 “Love God our Lord with all your heart” 

                                                 Matthew 22:37-40 
 
“Jesus replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind, this is the first and greatest commandment, and the 
second is like it, love your neighbor as yourself, all the Law and the Prophets 
hang on these two commandments.”  
 
Storytelling time 

Children, the religious people of Jesus day where not friendly with Jesus. One day a religious 
man, an expert teacher of God’s laws, came and asked Jesus a key question. “Teacher, what must 
I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus then asked him, “What is the greatest commandment?  
 
The man replied that the greatest commandment was to love God with all your heart, soul, mind, 
and strength and to love your neighbor like you love yourself. Jesus then said, “You have 
answered correctly.”  
 
Because the man wanted to make himself look good, he asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” 
Jesus responded to his question by telling him a story.  
 
Come, let us image that we are sitting close to Jesus’ feet and listening to a story. Let us name 
the man in the story Nathanael. 
 

The Good Samaritan 
 
“One day there was a man who was traveling on a windy road down from the Holy City of 
Jerusalem to the city of Jericho. It was a hot and dusty day, and he was traveling alone. He was 
on his way home after an important meeting with a clothing merchant in Jerusalem, God’s Holy 
city. He was carrying a small sack of coins for his travel needs and money enough to arrive 
safely back home to his family. 
 
How excited he was about this new way that he could provide sufficiently for his family!” It 
would be wonderful to share the news with his wife and children about a new opportunity!” “As 
he hurried on his way, he noticed that the hot sun was beginning to set in the distance. He must 
hurry! How nice it would be to see his lovely wife Sarah and their four children!” 
 
“As he came around a sharp corner in a narrow part of the road, suddenly out of the shadows, 
and to his utter surprise, three men jumped out!  



 
To his shock the three men beat him on the head with a large stick and pushed him to the ground! 
The three robbers then took all of his money, stole even his clothes and left him wounded, 
bleeding, moaning, half dead in the middle of the dust road!”   
 
As he lay wounded, moaning in pain, and crying on the side of the dusty, hot path, he slowly 
remembered his children and his wife. Would he see his family again???.... his children!?..…Oh 
no!….then he fainted.” Let us call him “Nathanael the Neglected.”  
 
Traveling that day, on that same dusty, hot path was a religious Jewish priest. Let us call him Mr. 
Paul. Mr. Paul was a very pious religious man. Mr. Paul was a Pharisee. Mr. Paul, a deeply 
religious man taught the people about God’s laws and how they were to live. Mr. Paul was in a 
big hurry that Friday evening, because it would be the Sabbath day the next day - Saturday, and 
Mr. Paul must arrive to his home before the sun set! He must arrive before the sun went down or 
Mr. Paul would be breaking one of God’s Laws of the Sabbath day!  
 
“As Mr. Paul, the Jewish pious religious priest came around the sharp corner in the narrow, dusty 
path, to his utter shock and amazement, there laying in the middle of the hot, dirty, and dusty 
path was a wounded, bleeding man… moaning in pain in the middle of the path! Oh no!!!  
 
Quickly Mr. Paul turned his face away and hurried around the injured man, “Nathanael the 
Neglected.” The pious religious Jewish Priest, Mr. Paul continued his journey home. “After 
all.… he said to himself” … “there are many especially important religious duties that are 
waiting for my attention on the Sabbath. I must not be delayed by having to take care of this 
wounded man, I have more important duties waiting for me!”  

Sometime later… another man named Mr. Levi, a Levite, came upon “Nathanael the Neglected” 
and sadly, just like Mr. Paul the Pharisee, he too passed by the wounded man, “Nathanael the 
Neglected” on the other side of the road too!  
 
But after some more hours, a Samaritan man came upon the wounded, bleeding man “Nathanael 
the Neglected” in the middle of the dusty path. Children, this Samaritan man, we will call him 
“Joseph the kind Samaritan”, for he was a kind and helpful man.  

When “Joseph the kind Samaritan” saw the wounded man, “Nathanael the Neglected,” Joseph 
the kind Samaritan ran to “Nathanael the Neglected.” He comforted “Nathanael the Neglected” 
in his pain and put bandages and oil on Nathanael’s wounds.  
 
“Joseph the kind Samaritan” then put “Nathanael the Neglected” on his donkey and brought 
Nathanael the Neglected” to an Inn… we call it today a “Hotel” where “Joseph the kind 
Samaritan” took care of “Nathanael the Neglected.”  

The next day, “Joseph the kind Samaritan,” continued his journey. Before he left, he gave the 
hotel owner, some of his hard-earned money to take special care of “Nathanael.” “Joseph the 
kind Samaritan” then traveled on his journey, leaving the hotel owner in charge of taking care of 
Nathanael’s special needs.  Did you notice how we changed Nathanael’s name??  
 
“Joseph, the kind Samaritan” told the hotel manager that he would return on his way back from 
his journey that if more expenses were needed to take care of Nathanael” he would give the hotel 
owner more money when he returned.  



Children, from this story the people understood very clearly what Jesus was telling them. What 
do you think Jesus’ story was teaching? (children’s responses)  
 
Jesus’ story told the people it was not the religious pious person, Mr. Paul or Mr. Levi who loved 
their neighbor, but it was the Samaritan man, “Joseph, the kind Samaritan” who loved his 
neighbor.  
 
You see “Joseph, the kind Samaritan” loved and cared for his neighbor even though he did not 
know him. He cared for Nathanael like he cared for himself. 

You see children, loving God and loving others is not just saying we love others and that we love 
God, but it is showing by our actions that we love God and others.  
 
Yes, we are to love even those that we do not know or even sometimes do not like as our 
neighbors.   

 
Review Questions: 
 
1. What is the first and greatest commandment Jesus taught? 
 
2. What is the second commandment that Jesus taught?  
 
3. What was the attitude of the religious priest Mr. Paul towards “Nathanael the 
Neglected?” 
 
4. What was the attitude of Mr. Levi, the Levite, towards “Nathanael the 
Neglected?” 
 
5. What was the attitude of “Joseph the kind Samaritan” towards “Nathanael the 
Neglected?” 
 
6. How were their attitudes and actions different?  
 
7. Which man loved God and his neighbor?    Which men did not? 
 

8. How are you going to love and care for the hurts of your neighbors and your 
friends like “Joseph the kind Samaritan” loved and cared for the hurts of 
“Nathanael the Neglected?”  
 

9. Who is the person that you are going to tell what you have experienced through 
this lesson as you are learning to love God and others? 
                                
 
 



 
                                 Memory Work - Deuteronomy 6:4-7 

        “Hear O Israel: The Lord our God is one. Love the Lord your God with all  
           your heart, and with all your soul and with all your strength. These  
           commandments that I give to you today are to be upon your hearts.”  
        “Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home  
     and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.”  
 
Though out many generations and since the time of Moses, the religious leaders of Israel had 
told the people of Israel the importance of obeying God’s laws.  
 
The Jewish parents were to learn God’s Laws and then to teach them to their children at home, 
walking on the road with them, when they were going to bed and when they got up the next 
morning…all the time.! 
 
The learning and practicing of God’s laws were of very great importance to them. It was the 
center of their religious, and their civil life. Jesus goes on to describe not only how to love God, 
but how to love others…like we love ourselves. 

Children, Jesus tells us that loving Him and others with all our heart, with all our soul, with all 
our mind and with all our strength is the wisest thing that we can do.  We are wise if we “do all 
that He commands us.” The Bible gives great importance to this idea of loving God and loving 
others with all that we are and do.  

                                                
                                             Application to Life  
 
Children turn in your Bibles to I John chapter 2.  In verses three and five the disciple of Jesus, 
called John, describes the person that loves God.  
 
“We know that we have come to know Him if we obey His commands,” if anyone obeys His 
word, God’s love is truly made complete in Him.”  
 
    In the sixth verse John goes on with a further explanation of what this person looks like …  
                             “Whoever claims to live in Him must live as Jesus did.”  NIV 
 
Wow, to love God is to live like Jesus! Do you think Jesus would have cared for “Nathanael the 
Neglected” on the dusty road who had been beaten up and wounded? Yes of course Jesus would 
have! and you can do the same! 
 
 

      “Obedience to follow Jesus commands bring blessings in this life, and give 
                                rewards that go ahead of us into eternity.” 

 
 

          



 

 

 
“Do this and you will live.” 

Jesus 
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