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Matthew 7:24 
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them 
into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock." 
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Matthew 28:19-20 
“teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, 

I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 



                                                     

                            “Love One Another As I Have Loved You.”                                                                                        

“A new command I give to you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, so you must love 
one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
                                                                                                                         John 13:34-35 
 
“I in them, and you in me - so that they may be brought to complete unity.  Then the world will 
know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”       John 17:23 
 

Teaching concepts in this lesson: 

 
1. How Jesus shows His love for His disciples. 
2. How we are to love our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
3. What the unbelieving people of the world will do when we love each other in this way. 
4. What happens to Jesus’ message when Jesus’ disciples do not love each other in this way. 
5. How will I apply this lesson of “loving one another” to my life? 
6. Who is the person that I will tell of the changes taking place in my life?  

Children, today in this lesson we will talk about the love that Jesus had for His disciples. Our 
Lord Jesus is now nearing the end of His earthly life. He demonstrates to His disciples His love 
for them by serving them in washing their feet, a very humble task. We learn that He prayed for 
them, and He gave freely of Himself to them.  In the same way, we are to serve our brothers and 
sisters by praying for them and giving of ourselves freely to them.  

Jesus tells them that in the same way that He has shown His love for them, they are to show that 
kind of love for each other. In fact, this kind of love will be the mark that people will know that 
they were His disciples. He gave them different kinds of examples of His love for them. 

In the gospels we notice that Jesus prays for His disciples at the beginning of their selection 
before He calls them to follow Him. He is continuing to pray for them, at the end of His ministry. 
(John 17:9) His prayers were many for them and for the world. His disciples one day asked him 
to “teach them how to pray.” Perhaps one of the greatest signs of the depth of our love for others 
is the passion and love in our prayers for them. When we do not love someone, we don’t pray 
for them.  
 
 



We know that it is hard to pray for others with a heart full of bad feelings or bitterness towards 
them. Perhaps this is the reason why Jesus taught, “When you stand praying… forgive.”  
 
One day Jesus told His disciples a story about a man who was not willing to cancel the debt of a 
person who owed him a little money, even though this man had been forgiven his whole debt. 
We hear our Lord’s response, “in the same way my Father in heaven will not forgive you, if you 
from your heart do not forgive your brother.” Loving others, extending forgiveness to others, and 
praying for others is a very important part in our life in being Jesus’ disciples. 

                  Read Matthew 18:21-35 – “The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant.” 
 
Jesus Way of Teaching 

Jesus lived with His followers for a period of three and a half years. During this time Jesus and 
His followers traveled to different places and spent much time together. The men and woman 
that spent time with Jesus got to know Jesus in a very personal and intimate way. They ate with 
him, prayed with him, listened to His teachings, sang songs together with Him, feed people food 
together and loved the people that they in contact with. It must have been an exciting journey for 
them to listen and follow the teachings of this Rabbi Jesus from the land of Galilee.  

But Jesus did not only teach His disciples by His words. He taught them through His life 
example. Jesus lived what He taught. This method of teaching others by word and example was 
the method of teaching and learning in the life of the Jewish Rabbis of Jesus day.  

A disciple or learner of a “Rabbi” or “teacher”; of Jesus day learned how to follow His teacher 
through imitating not only what the Rabbi said, but how the Rabbi lived. The student was to 
learn by hearing what his Rabbi said, and to learn by seeing how his Rabbi lived. This was the 
power and the authority that the people recognized in the life of Jesus. He lived by what He 
taught.  
 
This Jewish method of teaching was different from the teachings of the religious people of Jesus 
day. Jesus said about them, “you put yokes on people that you yourselves do not lift.”  Jesus 
rebuked this way of teaching because it only gave people words and not a living example of how 
to apply Gods’ holy words to life. Jesus called the religious leaders of that day, “white-washed 
tombs,” “full of dead men’s bones.”  
 
Jesus love for His disciples 
 
Jesus at the end of His life said that he had “loved them to the end.” This is the kind of love that 
Jesus teaches us, to love our brothers and sisters…. to the very end. Jesus gave His best example 
of loving His disciples by dying for them.  
 
Show the clip of the movie scene on YouTube – “Last Supper – Communion Video” 



 
The disciples who followed Jesus knew that Jesus’ way of living was real and true, because of 
the words that He spoke and the way they saw Him live. His example of living changed their 
lives and the lives of the people around them. They understood His way was the true way 
because He practiced it in word and through His example. 
 
How are we to live? 
 
Children, this is the same way that we as Jesus’ disciples are to live. We are to speak with others 
how the Lords’ words have changed our lives. In this way people will know that we are His 
“learners” His “disciples” when they see us obeying and living our lives, the same way that Jesus 
lived. They will know that Jesus was sent by God and that His teaching are true. 

In ending this lesson, we are given two very, serious thoughts. Jesus said that people will believe 
that Jesus was sent by God into the world if we love one another. It is also true that people will 
not believe that Jesus was sent into the world by God if we do not love each other. (John 17:21) 
 

Lessons Questions and Answers: 
 
1. How does Jesus show his love for His disciples? By loving and serving them, by praying for 
them, by giving to them, and finally by dying for them. 
 
2. How are we to love our brothers and sisters in Christ? By humbly, loving, and serving each 
other, by praying for each other, by giving to each other, and when necessary giving our life for . 
our brothers and sisters. 
 
3. What will the unbelieving people of the world do when they see Jesus’ disciples loving each 
other in this way? They will believe that God sent Jesus into the world (John 17:21)  
When we are living in love and unity with each other, the world will see Jesus’ example being 
lived in and through our lives. They will follow Jesus’ example seen in us. This kind of love only 
comes from God. (I John 4:7-8) 
 
4. What happens to Jesus’ message when disciples of Jesus do not love each other in this way?  
The world will not believe that God has sent Jesus into the world, and the world will not know 
that the Father loves them (the world) just like He loves Jesus.   (John 17:23)  
 
“I in them and you in me, - so that they (His disciples) may be brought to complete unity,   
 
Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them (the world) even as you have 
love me.” John 17:23   Wow!!  (For God so loved the world).. that He gave His only begotten 
Son… John 3:16) 
 



Lesson Activities and Application: 
 
1. Have the children role play with the skit below on how to “love one another as I have loved 
you.”   
 
2. Give children the opportunity to pray and ask Jesus to teach them how to listen, meditate on 
and do His words. This is the way He teaches us how to “love one another as He has loved us.”   
   
3. Memorize and meditate on these verses: 
“This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you. Greater love hath no 
man than this that a man lay down his life for his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever 
I command you.                                                                                                 John 15:12-14 
 

“I in them, and you in me - so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will 
know that you sent me and have loved them (the world) even as you have loved me.” John 17:23 
 
“A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another. By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, if ye have love one 
to another.”                                                                                                        John 13:34-35 
 
4. Group leaders, lead the children in applying this lesson in practical ways in their lives. 
A. How will they love others? 
B. How will they pray for others? 
C. How will they give to others? 
 
5. Color the realistic picture of Jesus praying and sweeting with tears in the garden of 
Gethsemane.  
 
6. If you play the piano, play, and sing the song, “Love One Another” If you do not play the 
piano ask someone to play this song for you and sing the song. Ask others to learn and sing the 
song along with you. Keep in mind the love one another, pray for one another and give to one 
another part. 
 
7. Discuss these lesson questions within small groups of children with the help of an adult leader. 
Adult leader shares personal insights from their own life example. They share suggestions with 
the children how to apply the lesson to the children’s daily lives. 
 
8. Children teach two of your friends, what wisdom you have learned from Jesus’ teaching on the 
teaching of “Love One Another as I have loved you. 
 
9. Have each child choose one of their friends and have the child tell their friend how this lesson 
has been changing their life? 



 

Role playing skit: 
 
This skit teaches the concept of Jesus command for us to “love one another as I have loved you.”  
 
The skits actors are Suzzi, Billy, & Cheryl. Suzzi is teaching the lesson and her friends Billy and 
Cheryl are discussing it along with her.  
 
Suzzi “Hi children, today we are going to learn and discuss Jesus command to His disciples that 
we are to “love one another as I (Jesus) have loved you.” 
 
Billy: “Really Suzzi, that sounds like a really interesting and important lesson.” 
 
Suzzi: “Yes, Billy and Cheryl, lets come closer and talk about what Jesus said to His disciples.” 
 
Cheryl: “Suzzi, was this a time in Jesus life when He was getting ready to die for our sins on the 
cross?” 
 
Suzzi: Yes, Cheryl and Billy. It was just a few days before He would be betrayed by one of His 
own disciples’ and then he would die on the cross for our sins and the sins of the whole world.   
 
Billy: “Suzzi don’t you think it is so interesting that Jesus would be thinking about His disciples 
even at a time when He knew that soon He would be suffering and dying?”   
 
Cheryl: “Maybe His disciples needed to know how to respond to each other when they would be 
going through a time of trial along with the Lord, so they would not leave each other or blame 
one another for what was to happen to them and to Jesus?” 
 
Billy: “Yeah, Cheryl that must have been some of what Jesus was thinking.” 
 
Suzzi: “Children, from our lesson, what are some of the ways that Jesus showed His love to His 
disciples?” (Let the children in the group give the answers of 1. Loving them 2. Praying for them 
3. Forgiving them  
 
Suzzi: “That’s right children, and can you think of one even more important way that He would 
show His love for them… and for us?”  
 
Billy: “Was it that He would die for them?” 
 
Suzzi: “Yes! That’s right Billy! Jesus said that the greatest way that a person could show their 
love for their friends is by giving their life for them. He said that because that is what He was 
going to do for them and for us as His friends.”  



 
Suzzi: “Because life is the most precious gift that we have been given by God ,.. we must be very 
careful how we use this gift God has given us.”  
 
Billy: “Like we don’t want to waste or destroy our life right?”… or someone else’s life right? 
 
Suzzi: “That’s right Billy, we don’t want to destroy life, but instead to give our life by helping 
and serving others the way that Jesus did for His disciples by loving them, praying for them, and 
forgiving them.” 
 
Suzzi: “Jesus gave His life on the cross for us, now He asks us to humbly serve and to love one 
another and forgive one another the way that He does. This is living the way that He does. 

                                                             
                                               

 

 

 

                Color by number this realistic picture of Jesus praying in the garden of Gethsemane,  
                                        with tears and sweat coming off His face.     
     



 

 
                                                                                                                                           Meghan Carson 

A new commandment I give you: Love on another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

 



If you play the piano, sing the song, “Love One Another” If you do not play the piano ask 
someone to play this song for you and sing the song. Ask others to learn and sing the song along 
with you. 
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