
 

“The Words That Jesus Spoke” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A teaching of Jesus how to experience the blessings  
of God’s Kingdom of Love 

 
  

                            “Pray for Labors for God’s Fields”  

                                          Matthew 9:37-38 
 
 
 
                                             Matthew 7:24 
     “Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into  
        practice is like a wise man who built his house upon the rock” 
 

 
 

 

Matthew 28:19-20 
 “and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  

   surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 



 
 

                                     
  
  
  
  

“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few, ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into His harvest field.”   Matthew 9:37-38 

 

Teaching Concepts: 
 
1. Who is the Lord of the Harvest?  
2. The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 
3. How do we get more workers (laborers)? 
4. Who are the workers? 
5. Where does the Lord of the Harvest send laborers?  
6. How we prepare ourselves and others for the harvest. 

                                                     Read Matthew 9:1-38 
 
Storytelling: The events are accounts from the Bible. Some additional characters have been 
added into the story. 

It had been a long day of ministry for Jesus. Physical healings had taken place with a paralyzed 
man walking and a demon possessed man delivered from demons. The paralyzed man was from 
Nazareth, Jesus’ hometown. 

The next day Jesus was walking along the roadside. As He was walking, He came upon a man 
named Matthew who was sitting in his tax collector’s booth, collecting taxes for the oppressive 
Roman government. Stopping, Jesus looked and spoke directly to Matthew, “Matthew, follow 
me,” Jesus said. … and an amazing thing happened; Matthew the tax collector left his wealthy 
business and begin to follow Jesus.  
 
You see, Matthew was collecting taxes for the Roman government, but he was also collecting 
money for himself! Because of Matthew’s cheating the people, … his own countrymen, the 
Jewish people hated him and all such greedy tax collectors. They were cheaters of the people and 
betrayers of their own people.! When Matthew began to follow Jesus, Matthew and Jesus 
continued to walk to Matthew’s home. That evening Matthew invited all his fellow tax collectors 
and sinful people to come to have dinner at his house and meet Jesus. Jesus did not feel 
uncomfortable around these types of people because they were aware that they had very serious 
sin issues in their lives. This was the kind of people that Jesus chose to eat with so that He could 
be open and honest with them as friends about God’s Kingdom. Jesus came to give healing to the 
sick people, not the ones that thought they were healthy, and didn’t think that they needed God’s 



help. In this lesson we will learn several important truths that God’s Word teaches us.  
 
The first thing that we learn is that God is the Lord of the harvest. It is God’s harvest, and we are 
to work in God’s harvest field. Jesus clearly states through this verse that “the harvest is 
plentiful, but the workers” in the harvest fields “are few.” He goes on to explain that if we want 
to have more workers, “laborers” in God’s fields we are to ask the Lord of the Harvest to send 
more laborers out into His harvest fields. 

In the gospel of Matthew chapter 9:35 Jesus have been traveling through all the towns and 
villages preaching about the good news of the Kingdom of God and healing every disease and 
sickness. The scripture says that when Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion on them 
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. It is at this time that 
Jesus says to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, to send out workers into his harvest fields.”  
 
In the next chapter of Matthew 10:1-42, Jesus sends out His disciples on a mission. He teaches 
them the nature of their mission, the cost of their mission, and the rewards of their mission. 
He tells them that they are to preach that the Kingdom of God has come near, to heal the sick, 
raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, and to drive out demons.  
 
He tells them that they are to expect opposition, and to go to another place when they face 
opposition. They are not to be afraid of those who can kill their bodies but cannot destroy their 
souls. He tells them that they must preach that putting Him first is of more importance than 
loyalties to father or mother or family, and giving a small cup of cold water to one of His 
disciples will be rewarded. 
 
When we think of a harvest, we might tend to view in our mind’s eye, fields of ripe golden grain 
ready to be harvested. But the world of nature teaches that there is a process that takes place 
before the planting of any crop takes place and an abundant golden harvest is to be expected. 
 
First, a plowing must take place, or the preparation of the soil must take place. This involves the 
breaking up of the hard ground of the soil, the taking out of the stones, the rocks, the thorns, and 
the taking out of anything that will hinder the seed from being planted in a soft moist bed of soil 
in which the good seed can grow. The idea is that when a good seed is planted in good soil, the 
plant will grow very quickly. First the stalk, then the head, and then the full kernel in the head. 
(Mark 4:28-29) 
 
Luke 8:4-15 

In this gospel account of Luke, Jesus speaks to his disciples of four different types of soils where 
the farmer is sowing seed. Jesus compared these soils to four different types of people’s hearts 
that hear the Word of God.  
 
The first soil is the hard soil, along a path where the seed of the Word of God is sown. When the 
Word of God are spread on it, it does not take root, so the birds of the air come and eat up the 
seed.  



Jesus explained to his disciples that this is what happens when a person’s heart is hard against 
the Word of God. The seed of the Word of God does not penetrate their life, so the devil comes 
and take the seed of the Word of God away, and the Word of God does not produce any good 
fruit in their life. The people with this type of hard soil did not see their need for the Savior. 
Because they do not receive the truth of their need for a Savior, they do not bring forth a good 
fruit in their life, and they do not turn from their sins to God. 
 
The second soil is the rocky soil, that hear the Word of God with joy for a time. Because they are 
rocky soil, and are shallow in their commitment, they have not developed roots in their life to 
receive the nourishment from the Word of God in difficult and trying times. 
 
Because the Word of God does not take root in their life and bring change in them, when they are 
tested, they fall away. These people are ones who have not developed a life of feeding on the 
Word of God and have not counted the cost of following Jesus. They follow Him for a time, but 
when persecution comes, they fall away because they believe that following Jesus is too costly. 
 
The third soil is the thorny soil. It is those who hear the Word of God, but because they allow life 
worries, riches, and pleasure to take root in them their growth is hindered, and they do not 
mature. These are the people who have earthly values and do not understand the priority of 
seeking the Kingdom of God first. They allow the priorities and values of the world to dictate to 
them what is most valuable of their time, talent, and treasure. 
 
The fourth soil is the person whose heart is good soil, who hear the Word of God, have a good 
and noble heart, keep the Word of God, practice it, and persevere in obeying the Word of God. 
This person has a heart of good soil producing an abundant harvest which changes them, and 
influences others for God’s Kingdom. 

The question that we may ask ourselves, what kind of soil am I? Am I a hard soil, a rocky soil, a 
thorny soil, or am I good soil?   
 
When we look at our response to the Word of God, we can begin to understand what kind of soil 
that we are in different areas of our lives. When we respond correctly to the Word of God, this 
will equip and prepare us to help others with whom we share the Word of God.  
 
The Lord’s goal for ourselves and others is that we all become good and noble soil, developing a 
heart that receives the Word of God, and produces a great harvest in ourselves and through us to 
others. By having a fruitful life, we can produce 100 times more through our life to others than 
what has been planted and produced in us. 
 
Questions/Discussion: 
How you can help others to be good soil and to produce an abundant harvest of Godly living. 
 
1. Do you have a friend that you can share this lesson with? (guys with guys) (girls with girls) 
 
2. Are you willing to share an area of weakness or sin your life with your friend that is a stony, 
or thorny area? (if necessary review what is a stony area) 



 
3. Ask your friend (if they are willing) to share an area of weakness or sin in their life that is a 
stony or thorny area. (if necessary review what is a thorny area) 
 
4. After you have shared your area or areas with each other, pray for their other and ask the Lord 
to forgive you and to heal you and strengthen you in that area of your life. (James 5:16) 

In this way your heart will become good ground for the Word to God to take root in your life and 
to produce an abundant harvest of joyful, godly living. Share with others how your life is 
changing.  

                                             The Angels of the Lord 
 
The Bible teaches us that angels have been created by God. They are His servants. Angels have 
been created to serve the Lord with different tasks. Angels have been given different 
responsibilities to protect and help God’s people. 

One day, a young man was feeling very blue. He had suffered an accident earlier that day while 
playing baseball with his friends and tragically had sprained his ankle. He now lay suffering all 
alone on His bed. He asked the Lord that evening before sleeping, “Lord, You have given many 
people experiences of heaven, and some have even seen angels, can you please do this for me to 
encourage me?” Before he woke up the next morning, the Lord answered his prayer by giving 
him a very wonderful dream. 

In his dream, the young man was on the top of a hill, viewing a scene below. Directly below him 
and some distance down the hill, he saw the tops of the white, ivory-colored wings of a group of 
angels. He was not sure of their number, but they were a considerable group.  
 
Because he was behind them, he could not see their faces, only the top of their white ivory-
colored wings. Each of the angels had two large wings - at least 6 – 8 feet from one tip to the 
other tip of their wings. The color of their wings was a very bright white, a brilliant clean color 
of white, like ivory white.   
 
The group of angels were fixed in attention on a man in the distance with a long white robe and 
were slowly fanning their wings, slowly up and down. They were in awe and were showing great 
respect and attention to the Person. The young man in the dream understood that this Person that 
he was seeing was the Lord Jesus Christ. The distance was too far away for him to see Jesus’ 
distinct facial features.  

The angels were giving Jesus great respect. Their awe, respect, and attention were directed 
towards Jesus. They were standing at attention, ready at any instance, to obey any of His 
commands…to say, “yes sir” and do whatever He told them. We as believers in the Lord Jesus 
have confidence knowing that God’s angels are under Christ’s Command. 

 



 

 

 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few, ask the Lord of the harvest     
therefore, to send out workers into His harvest field.”  

Matthew 9:37-38 
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